| Will Not Make a
Sacrifice with
Something That Cost
Me Nothing

Money is acommodity that all
people are positive about and are
especially happy to receive. M oney
represents many things as far asthe
meanstoacquireit. Hereare afew;
favor (someone hasto like you, it
represents hours of time we may not
necessarily want to give, it
represents work (enduring,
sometimes hard and strenuous),
sweat, patience, agood attitude, self
control, love and respect for others, learning to keep our mouths shut
and keeping secret our opinions, submissiveness (doing thingswe don't
likewith a good attitude) and acquired intelligence. In other words,
money isin most cases, not free or exchanged without some prior
knowledge of the onereceiving the gift or wages.

Theideathat money should be freeisan un-biblical ideain most cases.
Though people were poor, they still tried to earn it if even laying beside
the road begging which displayed the reason for the need, which was
also "work" The scripture says that if a person does not work, neither
should they eat. It also admonishes usto work with our hands.

In the books of Samuel 24:24, the scripture says this about King David of
whom the LORD said, was a man after his own heart, seeking property
and goods for asacrifice when they were offered for free: "And the king
said unto Araunah, Nay; but | will surely buy it of thee at a price: neither
will | offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth
cost me nothing. David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty
shekels of silver."

King David was speaking of making amendsto Almighty God for
wrong that he had committed. He was intending to offer a sacrifice to the
LORD that would be acceptable and stop the punishment or wrath from
God that was adirect result of sin. David realized this, God is expecting



to offer hisatonement for wrongs done, and it is not taken lightly, since
in this case the people of Israel were suffering death by the droves for a
sin that he had committed. He did not take it lightly. Although an owner
of land was offering to give the king a space to prop down the things that
he wanted to place before God, David realized that everything isnot free
in thislife, neither isitintended to be free but to be accomplished by
being responsible.

David being the king of Israel had the overly strenuousjob of being
responsible for the care and just rulership over many people before God
successfully. So the many days of what hasto have been severe stressful
days and night could bring atoll on his mind and body, hissalary as
King had to have cost him very much of histime that he could have used
for pleasure, personal life, danger and the liberality of judgment fair and
objective. He paid a high cost of the money or riches that he received of
the people. He could not offer something to the LORD that cost him
nothing. It must cost h|m the fair exchange of fmancual collateral




